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Monthly Commentary

The federal government was offering $300
per week unemployment benefits bonus in
addition to Delaware’s unemployment
insurance payments that averaged about

Delaware Residents

Sept. 2021 | Aug. 2021 | Sept. 2020
Civilian Labor Force 488,800 488,900 490,900
Employed 462,700 462,500 453,400
Unemployed 26,100 26,400 37,500
Unemployment Rate % 5.3 5.4 7.6
US Unemployment Rate % 4.8 5.2 7.8

Source: Delaware Dept. of Labor in cooperation with the US Dept. of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Area Unemployment Rates (%)

$287 per week, but the federal unemployment
benefits assistance related to the COVID-19
pandemic ended September 6th. The data in
this September report was collected during
the reference week that includes the 12th of
the month, which is the week following the
end of the federal benefit. It is unlikely that the
full impact of the ending of the federal benefit
on employment and unemployment would be

captured in this report due to the time-
consuming hiring process.

Sept. 2021 | Aug. 2021 | Sept. 2020
New Castle County 4.9 5.5 7.6
Wilmington 7.5 8.3 12.6
Newark 4.1 4.1 5.5
Kent County 5.6 6.3 8.0
Dover 7.7 8.6 11.4
Sussex County 4.4 4.3 6.1

Note: Area rates are not seasonally adjusted.

Source: Delaware Dept. of Labor in cooperation with the US Dept. of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Hours & Earnings
All Employee (Total Private)
Sept. 2021 | Aug. 2021 | Sept. 2020
Weekly Earnings $950.96 | $954.57 | $928.20
Weekly Hours 33.1 334 325
Hourly Earnings $28.73 $28.58 $28.56

Office of Occupational and Labor Market Information




Delaware I.abor Force Trends

Delaware’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate in September 2021 was 5.3%, down from 5.4% in
August 2021. There were 26,100 unemployed Delawareans in September 2021 compared to 37,500 in
September 2020. The US unemployment rate was 4.8% in September 2021, down from 5.2% in August
2021. In September 2020, the US unemployment rate was 7.8%, while Delaware’s rate was 7.6%.

In September 2021, seasonally adjusted nonfarm employment was 449,300, down from 451,800 in August
2021. Since September 2020, Delaware’s total nonfarm jobs have increased by a net gain of 7,600, a rise of
1.7%. Nationally, jobs during that period increased 4.0%.
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